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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Staff create an environment that meets the needs of all children and encourages
them to make good progress in their learning and development. Children become
engaged in play, discovery and learning. Staff plan resources and activities that
trigger children's imagination. For example, they join in as older children role-play
tea parties, pretending to prepare lunch. Younger children explore the different
textures of frozen lemons in the water tray. Staff enhance their sensory awareness
by talking about the coolness of the ice, and the scent of the lemons. Staff
sequence the learning within the curriculum, which helps children to prepare for
their next stage of learning, and their move to school.

Staff are attentive and responsive, promoting children's emotional and physical
well-being through consistent routines and positive interactions. Children show high
levels of emotional security and form strong bonds with familiar adults. Staff use
lots of praise and encouragement. They manage small conflicts by explaining to
children how their friends might be feeling and modelling the expected behaviour.
Children are beginning to take turns and respect the shared spaces. As a result,
children behave well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m All children enjoy spending time in the well-resourced outdoor areas. Babies
enjoy practising their walking skills. They climb up the slide and balance at the
top before sliding down. Younger children enjoy playing in the woodland garden.
They collect mud in buckets and search among the leaves for toy dinosaurs.
Older children climb trees and make homes for bugs. However, the planning of
the curriculum for outdoor learning is not consistently implemented to help every
child make the best possible progress.

W Staff collaborate with parents and other professionals to ensure that children
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) get the support they
need. The management and staff consider how to spend any additional funding
ensuring they target any gaps in children's learning. For example, they bought a
basketball hoop to help children understand purposeful throwing. This helps
children to regulate their emotions while developing coordination and motor
control.

B Parents are happy with the nursery. They speak highly of the management and
staff support. They know the progress their children are making. Parents
appreciate the time given by the nursery to support their children as they
transition into different rooms and on to school. Parents feel involved in their
children's learning. They enjoy taking books home to read to their children to
help support home learning.

m Older children develop their fine motor skills. They enjoy using pipettes to
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transfer water from a large tray to a jug. Staff teach the children how to squeeze
the end of the pipette to get the water, offering them encouragement as they
persevere until they succeed. Children develop their hand and shoulder strength
as they write and draw on clipboards as they play.

Staff support babies as they explore different textures while searching for toy
animals in the foam. Staff show a genuine interest in what children are saying
and doing. However, occasionally staff are busy with routine tasks and do not
consistently provide activities that match babies' individual stages of
development to support them making the progress of which they are capable.
Staff show respect for all children, recognising the crucial teaching around
personal care routines. They ask children's permission before changing their
nappy or wiping their nose. Children consent willingly, nodding their head.

Staff develop children's communication and language skills effectively. Younger
children practise vocabulary and expressive language as they join in familiar
action songs. Babies learn sign language and build new vocabulary as staff use
simple and repetitive phrases. Staff use descriptive language and ask questions
that support older children's thinking skills. Older children build their
understanding of language and unfamiliar words as they describe what they can
see. For example, older children use natural materials to design their transient
art pictures. They explain their ideas and describe the textures as smooth and
rough. These sensory experiences help children to make a more lasting memory.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B review the planning for outside activities to engage all children to focus more

and fully benefit from the learning opportunities

B strengthen the practice of staff working with babies so that children's learning

experiences consistently reflect their stage of development, helping babies to
develop the skills they are capable of.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY304740

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10388779

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 0to4

Total number of places 100

Number of children on roll 172

Name of registered person Kindred Education (Cambridgeshire) Limited
Telephone number 01480 49 49 66

Date of previous inspection 29 July 2019

Information about this early years setting

Kindred St.Ives opened in 2005. The nursery employs 30 members of childcare
staff. Of these, 14 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The
nursery is open from 7.30am until 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round, except
for one week at Christmas. The nursery provides funded early education places for
all eligible children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Topham
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Inspection activities

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn.

B Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector spoke with the leadership team about the management of the
nursery.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector carried out joint observations with the manager.

B Parents spoke to the inspector during the inspection and took account of their
views.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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